Church News / Notices.

Church groups and Community groups — what'’s on!
Friends of Gulfac Friends of Gulfac
Monthly meeting, Tuesday 5th May at Coffee Morning, Tuesday 12th May at

:

St. Margaret's Church, Gilfach, 6.00pm. St. Margaret's Church, Gilfach, 10.30am.
All are welcome!! All are welcome!!
Community Dance Group Bargoed Community Choir.
Meet each Monday at 10.30am at St. We meet each Thursday, during term time, at St.
Margaret’s Church. All are welcome!! Margaret's Church, Gilfach —10.00 to 11.30 am.

All are welcome!!
Everyone is welcome to join us for any of our groups and social meetings.

DEVOTIONAL MATERIAL AND OTHER USEFUL
INFORMATION CAN BE FOUND ON THE FOLLOWING
WEBSITES:

www.parishofgelligaer.org.uk (scan the QR Code)
Parish of Gelligaer Facebook page
llandaff.churchinwales.ora.uk / churchinwales.orq.uk
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We are a welcoming Christian community serving the people of the District of Gelligaer.

Priest: Fr Gary Powell Reader: Carolyw Corbin

Dear friends,

| ho?(e that you are all well and that you have all had a good
week. We extend a warm welcome to everyone. Please join us
for worship. Please keep this newsletter and see our parish
website and parish Facebook page which for information of our
weekly services and forthcoming events and devotional aids.
In our Gospel reading Jesus is talking with his disciples
promising them that he is going ahead of them to prepare a
place in heaven where they will be with him forever. For us, as
Christians, it is the continual presence of Christ with us that
gives us real stability in our lives. For the promise Jesus makes
to his disciples in today’s reading he makes also to us. It is his
deepest desire that we are with him forever.

Your friend and priest, Fr Ga ry Powell

Worship Through the Week.

S. Catwg’s Church, Gelligaer: S. Margaret’s Church, Gilfach:

Sunday 11.00am Sung Eucharist Sunday 9.30am Sung Eucharist
Thursday 10.00am Holy Eucharist | Wednesday 10.00am Holy Eucharist

Everyone is welcome to join us for worship during the week and our social
groups and meetings. Further details on the back of this newsletter.

Priest: Fr Gary Powell, The Rectory, Church Road, Gelligaer, CF82 8FW

Telephone: 01443 832119 / Email: GaryPowell@cinw.org.uk
Please do not hesitate to contact Fr Gary in the event of sickness or other need.
For enquires regarding Baptisms angv weddlzgs otr S lrlltual guidance please contact Fr Gary.
e are here to help.

‘Taff Rhymney Ministry Area registered as charitable incorporated organisation in England & Wales.
Registered Charity No. 1208522
Principal Office: The Vicarage, Cedar Way, Ystrad Mynach, CF82 7DR.




The Liturgy of the Word.

Collect: Almighty God, who through your only-begotten Son Jesus Christ have
overcome death and opened to us the gate of everlasting life: grant that, as by your
grace going before us you put into our mind’s good desires, so by your continual help
we may bring them to good effect; through Jesus Christ our risen Lord, who is alive
and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Readings, Psalm and Gospel for Today.

reading from the book of the Acts of the Apostles. 7.55-60
But filled with the Holy Spirit, he gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and
Jesus standing at the right hand of God. ‘Look,” he said, ‘| see the heavens opened
and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God!" But they covered their ears,
and with a loud shout all rushed together against him. Then they dragged him out of
the city and began to stone him; and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a
young man named Saul. While they were stoning Stephen, he prayed, ‘Lord Jesus,
receive my spirit.” Then he knelt down and cried out in a loud voice, ‘Lord, do not hold
this sin against them.” When he had said this, he died.
This is the Word of the Lord.

Psaim31, 1-5
Response: |trustin you, O Lord, for you are my God.

Thanks be to God.

In you, O Lord, | seek refuge; do not let me ever be put to shame;
in your righteousness deliver me.

Incline your ear to me; rescue me speedily.

Be a rock of refuge for me, a strong fortress to save me. (R)

You are indeed my rock and my fortress;

for your name’s sake lead me and guide me,

take me out of the net that is hidden for me, for you are my refuge.
Into your hand | commit my spirit;

you have redeemed me, O Lord, faithful God. (R)

A reading from the first letter of Peter 2.210
Like new-born infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into
salvation— if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. Come to him, a living
stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s sight, and like
living stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to
offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. For it stands in
scripture: ‘See, | am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious; and
whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.” To you then who believe, he is

precious; but for those who do not believe, ‘The stone that the builders rejected has
become the very head of the corner’, and ‘A stone that makes them stumble, and a
rock that makes them fall.” They stumble because they disobey the word, as they
were destined to do. But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation,
God’s own people, in order that you may proclaim the mighty acts of him who called
you out of darkness into his marvellous light. Once you were not a people, but now
you are God’s people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received
mercy.

This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

The Gospel Acclamation:

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

“| am the Way, the Truth and the Life,” says the Lord. “No one comes to the Father
except through me.”

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Listen to the Gospel of Christ according to St. John 14.1-14
Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus said to his disciples, ‘Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe
also in me. In my Father's house there are many dwelling-places. If it were not so,
would | have told you that | go to prepare a place for you? And if | go and prepare a
place for you, | will come again and will take you to myself, so that where | am, there
you may be also. And you know the way to the place where | am going.” Thomas said
to him, ‘Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?’
Jesus said to him, ‘I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the
Father except through me. If you know me, you will know my Father also. From now
on you do know him and have seen him.’ Philip said to him, ‘Lord, show us the Father,
and we will be satisfied.” Jesus said to him, ‘Have | been with you all this time, Philip,
and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can
you say, “Show us the Father"? Do you not believe that | am in the Father and the
Father is in me? The words that | say to you | do not speak on my own; but the Father
who dwells in me does his works. Believe me that | am in the Father and the Father
is in me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves. Very
truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that | do and, in fact,
will do greater works than these, because | am going to the Father. | will do whatever
you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. If in my name you
ask me for anything, | will do it.

This is the Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Text from the Churdh in Wales — Word of the Lord 2011 copyright © Church in Wales Publications



